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EXT. OPEN PATHWAY - DAY 



Crisp wind ravishes the desolate landscape. Footsteps are 
heard quelling the seeming silence. A man in the distance 
slowly arises out of the horizon walking toward the camera. 
The sound of his boots on the rough snow drenched gravel 
crunch closer and closer. He stops under an overpass, a sign 
of what was . 

MATHAIS 
(Glancing at camera) 
How'd that look? 



THE CAMERA IS LIFTED OFF THE GROUND 

BEN 

Don't know... let me check the 
tape. 



CUT TO BLACK: 



BLACK SCREEN - TITLE TEXT "THE PASSENGER" FLASHES ON SCREEN. 



BEN (V.O.) 
It only took Two years . . . 



MATHAIS (V.O.) 
( Interrupting ) 
Three years . . . 



EXT. PATHWAY - DAY 



BEN HOLDS THE CAMERA AND MOVES AROUND MATHAIS. GOADING HIM. 



BEN (V.O.) 
Three years... Really? In just 
three years. A world, ravaged by 
disease, torn apart by desperation, 
over run by... the living dead. 

MATHAIS (V.O.) 
For the last time, it's not a 
fucking zombie apocalypse 



2. 



BEN 

Why do you do that? You always ruin 
the mood. I'm trying to set a tone 
here. 

MATHAIS 

Whatever. You still have those cans 
we found in town? 

BEN 

I think so. Let me check. 



PUTS CAMERA DOWN 
EXT. RIVERSIDE - DAY 

Camera sits on a stump. Ben and Mathias are both in frame. 

MATHAIS 

Hurry up! What are you doing? 
BEN 

I need to get this on tape. For 
evidence ! 

Mathias and Ben stand facing each other. 

BEN 

Okay. It looks like we only have 
one can of PastaO's left. 

MATHIAS 

Because you ate the only other tin! 
BEN 

We split it! 

MATHIAS 

We split the third tin. You just 
said you were hungry and decided to 
eat the second tin as well. 

BEN 

Not on tape. No evidence! 



MATHAIS 

.Right 



3. 



BEN 

Regardless, we are now going to 
flip this coin for the final tin. 

The coin is held up to the camera showing both sides. 

BEN (CONT'D) 
Heads or Tails? 

MATHAIS 
I'll have your head. 

BEN 
Heads it is! 

Ben flips the coin and catches it. 

BEN 
Tails! See! 

Once again Ben proudly displays the result to the camera. 
Turning around to toss the coin Ben notices Mathias walking 
away. 

BEN 

Hey. Wait up! 

Ben pockets the coin grabs the camera and chases after him. 
He continues to provoke Mathias with taunts . 

CUT TO: 

BEN 

(Waving the can in 
Mathias 's face.) 
Aww come on, don't be like that! 
You lost fair and square. 

MATHAIS 

I don't care, you know I like my 
PastaOs . 

Ben continues waving the can in Mathias 's face. 

BEN 

Come on then you baby. 
Mathias brushes the can aside. 



4. 



MATHAIS 
Fuck you. I don't need your 
charity. 

Mathias pulls out a satchel from his side. He retrieves a 
worm from it laying it down on a rock by the riverside. He 
takes out a knife and flicks it open. 

BEN 

Hold on. Let me get a close up of 
that. 

Ben moves closer. Mathias prepares to cut the worm in two. 

BEN 

Oh. That's awesome. Was that what 
you were digging up back there? 

MATHAIS 

You bet your ass. Had to get some 
bait before the frost set in. 

BEN 

Bait? Why don't we just eat the 
damn thing? 

Ben grabs the worm. Mathias grabs onto Ben's wrist trying to 
get the worm back. 

MATHAIS 
Hey! Let go of that man. 

There's a slight struggle before Ben lets go of the worm and 
it goes flying into the water. Both stand stunned. 

MATHIAS 
You asshole. 

Mathias walks away as Ben chases after him. 

CUT TO: 



PATHWAY - AFTERNOON 

Ben follows Mathias, mocking him. 

BEN 

You would have been better off just 
eating the worm. 



5. 



MATHAIS 

Yea, yea. Listen, I'm starving and 
you're starting to get on my 
nerves . 

As Mathias is bickering over his shoulder towards Ben, and 
vice versa, something catches Ben's eye. 

BEN 

Hey look, over there! 

Mathias looks ahead. A camp can just be made out through the 
bush. It looks recently vacated. 

MATHAIS 

You think anybody still lives 
there? 

BEN 

I don't know, we should check it 
out. 

They start walking towards the camp. 

BEN 

Hang on, I want to get a shot here. 

Ben runs to the camp and points the camera back towards 
Mathias . 

BEN 

Ok... annnnnd, ACTION I 

Mathias starts strolling up towards the camp, as he gets 
close he looks directly into the camera. 

MATHAIS 
Waaah waaah wahhhhhh! 

(Mocking 'The Good the Bad 
and the Ugly' Theme) 

BEN 

Cut! What the hell? You ruined the 
shot. 

MATHAIS 

Like I care, you should focus on 
finding something for us to eat. 



6. 



Mathias starts rummaging through the camp, Ben puts down the 
camera and joins him. Mathias walks over and picks it up 

MATHAIS 
(In a mocking tone) 
Annnnnd, Action! 

Ben looks up at Mathias . 

BEN 

Come on man. You're wasting the 
video . 

MATHAIS 
Uh oh, don't ruin the shot. 

BEN 

Seriously, please stop. 
MATHAIS 

Don't question me Mr. Markham. I'm 
the ' Dye-rec-tor ' . 

Suddenly Ben looks past the camera and his expression goes 
blank. 

Mathias keeps chuckling to himself. 

BEN 

Dude look! 

(nodding his head in the 
direction he's facing) 

MATHAIS 

I'm not falling for that one. 
BEN 

No, seriously, look! 

Mathias turns around and, in the distance, two silhouettes 
start moving toward the camp. Mathias turns the camera to 
Ben. 

MATHAIS 
Get the fuck down! 

They scramble for cover, resting the camera so that it's 
hidden, but still able to capture the strangers entering the 
camp. 



7. 



BEN AND MATHIAS 
(Whispering. Arguing.) 

The strangers, a man and woman, walk into the camp and drop 
their bags. They talk amongst themselves in a low murmur. 

Suddenly the Man shushes the woman and listens, raising his 
rifle . 

THE MAN 

Y'all best get out here. Now. 

Mathias and Ben slowly get up and move towards the camp. 

THE MAN 
Slowly... slowly now! 

The Man notices Ben holding something. 

THE MAN 

Hey! What's that? Put that down. 
Now! 

The woman beside him takes notice. 

WOMAN 
Is that... a camera? 

BEN 

We want to make you two stars ! 
Mathias shushes Ben. 

MATHAIS 
( Shouting) 
We found it on our way here . 

WOMAN 

Aww, they can't be that bad. Look. 
They're just kids. 

THE MAN 
Like that would matter now. 

Looking back to them. 

THE MAN 
What bring 's you two here? 



8. 



MATHAIS 

We were looking for food and found 
your camp. 

The Man lowers his gun. 

THE MAN 

Well you aint going to find any 
here . 

The two start to relax their posture. 

THE MAN 

We've been boiling dirt and eating 
it. 

WOMAN 

About as fancy as it gets around 
here I'm afraid. Found a worm last 
night. Good treat. 

BEN 

(Nudging Mathias ) 
See I told you! Good eats! 

(To the couple) 
Do you know of anyone else in these 
parts? 

Mathias shoots a look at Ben. 

WOMAN 

Just us four. Haven't seen another 
soul in. . . 

THE MAN 

Years . 

WOMAN 
What about you two? 

Mathias is quick to speak. 

MATHAIS 

No one. 

The couple looks at each other and shrugs . Waving the pair 
over. 



9. 



THE MAN 

We could use all the help we can 
get. 

A SERIES OF CUTS ESTABLISH THE CHARACTERS PRESENCE AT THE 
CAMPGROUND . 



EXT. CAMPGROUND - NIGHT 

Mathias sparks a fire. The two other travelers are clearly 
impressed by this. 

EXT. CAMPGROUND - MORNING 

The Man is leading a hunting expedition. He points to the 
wilderness where some bushes move. He motions to Ben to put 
the camera down. 

EXT. CAMPGROUND - EVENING 

The Woman turns on the camera. Inspecting her face for the 
first time in ages. She realizes it's recording. 

WOMAN 

Oh my god. It's recording. Hey 
there! Uhm. Listen. This is so 
stupid. I don't even know if you're 
ever going to see this. I just 
wanted to say I'm really happy... 
we're really happy to have ran into 
you two. You have a really nice... 
camera. It's a welcome break. 
Thanks. You wouldn't believe the 
things we've seen. It's disgusting. 
Just last week we stumbled on. . . 
what was left of... an abandoned 
military 

Footsteps are heard nearby. 

WOMAN 

Dammit 

MATHIAS (O.S.) 
Hey! What are you doing? 



10. 



EXT. CAMPGROUND - MIDDAY 

BEN 

What's the matter? 
Mathias is silent. Slouched over, hand clutching gut. 

BEN 

Problem? (Beat) Did you eat your 
own tongue? 

Mathias glances directly at camera, clearly hunger stricken. 

BEN 

Whatever dude. Foods not our only 
problem. We're almost out of 
battery too. 



EXT. CAMPGROUND - NIGHTFALL 
Ben is talking to the Woman. 



BEN 

(CONT'D) It's kind of like 'The 
Road'. You've ever seen that? 

WOMAN 

No. Can't say I have. 
BEN 

It's a great book! Maybe we can 
find a copy of it somewhere. 



The Woman smiles at Ben. 

WOMAN 
That'd be nice. 



THE MAN 
( Interrupting ) 
Mad Max. Now that's a film series! 



THE CAMERA PANS OVER TO MATHIAS 



Mathias sits, staring blankly. 



THE CAMERA PANS BACK TO THE MAN. 



BEN 

Too bad we'll never get to see the 
fourth one . 

Mathias gets up to leave. 

BEN 

Where are you going? 

MATHAIS 
I have to take a piss. 

THE MAN 

Ahha, figured it'd be number one, 
haven ' t number two ' d in weeks ! 

BEN 

Weeks? Try Months! 
The two men chuckle. 

WOMAN 

Ugh. Guys are gross. (To herself) 
Would it be too much to ask for one 
other woman to survive out here? 

BEN 

(To The Man) 'A boy and his dog'! I 
mean who ' d have thought that ' d be 
an optimistic scenario. I'd kill 
for a little canine companion right 
about now. 

WOMAN 

We'd probably have to eat it. 
THE MAN 

Come on! We're not that desperate. 

Out of nowhere The Man is slugged from off -screen, falling to 
the ground. 

BEN 

What the fuck!? 
The Woman screams and lunges at the off -screen assailant. 

BEN 

Dude, dude, dude no! 



The Woman grabs the rifle from the assailant's sling. 



BEN 

No! 

A shot rings out from off -screen. The Woman goes flying down. 
Mathias steps into frame. Ben falls backwards. 

THE CAMERA POINTS UP AT MATHIAS. 

BEN 

Da... da fuck dude!? 

MATHIAS 
How was that? 

Ben stares dumbstruck. 

MATHAIS 

I found some bones out back. Looks 
like these two were holding out on 
us. 

The Man tries to speak. He's muffled by Mathias 's boot to his 
sternum 

BEN 

What are you doing man? 
MATHAIS 

You wanted an ending for your 
masterpiece. Here it is! 

Mathias offers his hand, lifting Ben up. He unclips a knife 
from his side and hands it to Ben. 

MATHIAS 
You want final cut? 

BEN 

Hold on. (Beat) Let me frame this 
right . 

Ben positions the camera over the woman. Knife in hand. 

MATHIAS 

You wanted to know where we got 
this camera? (Pause) A couple... 
just like you two. 



WOMAN 

Please. . . 

MATHIAS 

Unfortunately we missed the chance 
at getting them on screen. 
Contractual obligations et cetera. 
We didn't even get an ending to our 
little project. 

BEN 

Hold on a second. 
Ben grabs the coin from his pocket and holds it up. 

BEN 

Coin flip. Tails she lives... 

MATHIAS 
You got to be kidding me. 

BEN 

I saw it in a movie once! 

Ben flips the coin. Mathias knocks it away. He grabs the 
knife from Ben's hand and quickly jabs it into the woman. 

THE MAN 
You son of a. . . 

Mathias walks over to The Man and shoots him dead. Ben stands 
in silence. Mathias glances over. 

MATHIAS 

Thought you wanted to save the 
battery? 

EXT. CAMPGROUND - DAWN 

Ben and Mathias pack up, the remnants of the mornings meal 
lay scattered about. Mathias puts out the last of the 
dwindling flames. They get up to go. Mathia's humming the 
opening of asong. 

MATHIAS 
(pointing back towards 
camera) 

Ben! 



Ben goes back to pick up the camera. He fiddles with it. 
Mathias smiles in the background. 



CUT TO BLACK 

BEN (V.O.) 



Cut. 



WHITE TEXT FLASHES ON SCREEN 
THE PASSENGER 



THE END 



